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OVERVIEW

• Modifications to Existing School 

Programs

• New Program Options

• Other Nutrition Assistance Programs



USDA is working with 
all of our partners to 

ensure a thorough and 
coordinated response 

to this pandemic.
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As we are all aware, we’re facing challenges with the rapidly spreading coronavirus, COVID-19. USDA is working closely in collaboration with all of our partners to ensure a thorough and coordinated response to any developments to this pandemic.

And first—I want to thank you for the work you are doing to carry on the mission of the child nutrition programs during these difficult times. Your work is vital, and we appreciate it.

Over the past several weeks, USDA has issued a number of flexibilities to reduce administrative burden and streamline access to meals during the pandemic. Certain state and local flexibilities do not require further USDA approval; USDA also has the authority to approve additional program changes, as needed.

USDA has also issued guidance for the nationwide waivers, as well as how to use existing flexibilities within programs to serve children during this time.







Families First Coronavirus Response Act 
PL 116-27

• Enacted 3/18/2020
• Provided USDA with authorities 

to modify/expand programs 
and creates new program 
options

• Large funding increases 



• Non-Congregate Meals

• Area Eligibility Flexibility

• Meal Pattern/Nutrition 

Requirements

Modifications to Existing Programs
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On March 20, FNS released:
Nationwide Waiver to Allow Non-congregate Feeding in the Child Nutrition Programs Specifically, FNS waives, for all states, the regulatory requirements to serve child nutrition program meals in congregate settings. This applies to all qualified Programs. This includes the NSLP, School Breakfast Program, CACFP and SFSP. �The waiver applies automatically to all states that elect to use it, without further application. State agencies must inform their FNS regional offices if they elect to use the waiver. The waiver remains in effect through June 30, 2020, or upon expiration of the federally declared public health emergency, whichever is earlier. Meals served in the child nutrition programs do not need to be consumed onsite in a congregate setting. Meals may be picked up or delivered.
Nationwide Waiver to Allow Meal Service Time Flexibility in the Child Nutrition Programs. Granted State agencies additional flexibility for both the time and duration of meal service, to provide program operators with the flexibility to meet the needs of their schools and sites. State agencies may adjust the time of meal service including suspension of meal times as needed to accommodate communities adversely affected by COVID-19 related school and business closures. State agencies can collaborate with local program operators to determine what adjustments to meal service would be most accommodating to staff and the children they are serving, to ensure that meals are served and staff and students remain safe and are able to practice social distancing.  Applies to NSLP, School Breakfast, CACFP, SFSP. 
Nationwide Waiver of the Activity Requirement in Afterschool Care Child Nutrition Programs. Waives statutory and regulatory education and enrichment activity requirements for afterschool meals. This waiver grants program operators the flexibility to serve afterschool meals and snacks without an accompanying education or enrichment activity and outside of an program with an educational or enrichment purpose. This applies in NSLP and CACFP afterschool programs. 

















• Pandemic EBT- Cards for 
Food Purchase

• Meals to You- Home Delivery

New Program Options

Website: Mealstoyou.org
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$185 million provided to this demonstration with Baylor
To date over 300 schools in 30 states have signed up
Families receive 2 weeks worth of food for each child in the home (10 breakfasts/10 lunches) following the SFSP meal pattern



• SNAP – expanded benefits, 
online purchasing, and 
more

• Increased Resources for 
Food Banks and Household 
Food Delivery

Enhancements to Other Nutrition 
Assistance Programs
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On March 20, FNS released:
Nationwide Waiver to Allow Non-congregate Feeding in the Child Nutrition Programs Specifically, FNS waives, for all states, the regulatory requirements to serve child nutrition program meals in congregate settings. This applies to all qualified Programs. This includes the NSLP, School Breakfast Program, CACFP and SFSP. �The waiver applies automatically to all states that elect to use it, without further application. State agencies must inform their FNS regional offices if they elect to use the waiver. The waiver remains in effect through June 30, 2020, or upon expiration of the federally declared public health emergency, whichever is earlier. Meals served in the child nutrition programs do not need to be consumed onsite in a congregate setting. Meals may be picked up or delivered.
Nationwide Waiver to Allow Meal Service Time Flexibility in the Child Nutrition Programs. Granted State agencies additional flexibility for both the time and duration of meal service, to provide program operators with the flexibility to meet the needs of their schools and sites. State agencies may adjust the time of meal service including suspension of meal times as needed to accommodate communities adversely affected by COVID-19 related school and business closures. State agencies can collaborate with local program operators to determine what adjustments to meal service would be most accommodating to staff and the children they are serving, to ensure that meals are served and staff and students remain safe and are able to practice social distancing.  Applies to NSLP, School Breakfast, CACFP, SFSP. 
Nationwide Waiver of the Activity Requirement in Afterschool Care Child Nutrition Programs. Waives statutory and regulatory education and enrichment activity requirements for afterschool meals. This waiver grants program operators the flexibility to serve afterschool meals and snacks without an accompanying education or enrichment activity and outside of an program with an educational or enrichment purpose. This applies in NSLP and CACFP afterschool programs. 











FNS COVID-19 Website

• Find information about 
USDA FNS efforts to 
respond to COVID-19 https://www.fns.usda.gov/

disaster/pandemic/
covid-19
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