
2018  Annual Award Luncheon

Gene White Lifetime Achievement Award
presented to

Senator Pat Roberts



congratulates

SENATOR PAT ROBERTS 
Chairman of the U.S. Senate Committee on 

Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
and

2018 Gene White Lifetime Achievement Award recipient

and applauds

for its commitment to the nutritional well-being 
of children at home and abroad.
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2018   Board of Directors
PRESIDENT 
Ronald E. Kleinman, MD 
Physician-in-Chief, Massachusetts 
General Hospital for Children 
Chief, Partners Pediatrics 
Charles Wilder Professor of 
Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School

VICE-PRESIDENT 
L. Gene White, MS, SNS 
Past President and Co-Founder, 
GCNF
Former President, School Nutrition 
Association

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Penny E. McConnell, MS, RD, 
SNS 
Former Director, Food and Nutrition 
Services 
Fairfax County Public Schools

GCNF BOARD MEMBERS: 
Emmanuel Ohene Afoakwa, 
Ph.D. 
Head of Department of Nutrition 
and Food Science, University of 
Ghana

Trish Ault 
Communications Consultant

Daniel Silva Balaban 
Director & Representative 
Centre of Excellence against Hunger, 
Brazil 
United Nations World Food 
Programme

Ashleigh Black 
Former Director of Congressional 
Relations 
Chicago Council on Global Affairs

Rafael Fábrega 
Director 
Food for Development Office 
Tetra Laval AB

Stanley C. Garnett 
Former E.D., GCNF 
Former Director, Child Nutrition 
Division, USDA Food, Nutrition and 
Consumer Services

Krysta Harden 
Vice President, Public Policy 
Chief Sustainability Officer 
DuPont

Kate J. Houston 
Director of Corporate Affairs 
Cargill, Inc.

Susan Neely, CAE 
President and CEO 
American Beverage Association

Barbara E. Noseworthy 
Principal 
Global BT

Janey Thornton, Ph.D, SNS 
Former Deputy Under Secretary 
USDA Food, Nutrition and Consumer 
Services

USDA Liaison 
Cindy Long 
Child Nutrition Director 
USDA Food and Nutrition Service

GCNF HONORARY 
ADVISORS:
Catherine Bertini
Fellow
The Rockefeller Foundation;
Distinguished Fellow
The Chicago Council on Global 
Affairs

James Clough 
Former President 
AdvancePierre Foods

Edward M. Cooney 
Former Executive Director 
Congressional Hunger Center

Senator Robert Dole 
Special Counsel 
Alston & Bird 
Former US Senator, Kansas

Michele Fite 
President 
Dairy & Culinary 
Kerry

Secretary Dan Glickman 
Vice President and Executive 
Director 
Aspen Institute Congressional 
Program 
Former Secretary 
United States Department of 
Agriculture

Lloyd Le Page 
President and CEO 
Heartland Global Inc.

Marshall L. Matz 
Principal Attorney 
OFW Law

Secretary Tom Vilsack 
President and CEO 
US Dairy Export Council 
Former Secretary 
United States Department of 
Agriculture

GCNF STAFF:

Arlene Mitchell 
Executive Director

Will McMahan 
Program & Operations Officer

Rebecca Steelman 
Communications & Development 
Coordinator

Alice Martin-Daihirou 
Senior Advisor

John Kirkpatrick 
Senior Associate



Established in 2006 as a 501(c) (3) organization, against a backdrop of chronic 
hunger among over 350 million children worldwide and a growing food security 
crisis, the Global Child Nutrition Foundation (GCNF) seeks to build sustainable 
country-owned and -operated school feeding programs in developing countries. The 
goal of GCNF is to help children reach their full potential by reducing childhood 
hunger, increasing the chances for all girls and boys to attend school, and to break 
the poverty cycle through nutritious school feeding programs linked to local farm 
production.

We assist country leaders in building sustainable programs through Global 
Forums; sharing best practices; technical assistance; training and education; 
building online networks; research application; and policy development.

The GCNF Board of Directors, representing both domestic and international 
leaders in child nutrition, provides global 
perspective and policy guidance for 
directing and allocating resources to 
effectively assist countries with policy 
and program development.

All proceeds from this award luncheon 
will directly support the Global Child 

Nutrition Foundation’s work in building sustainable school feeding programs. Thank 
you for being with us this afternoon and sharing in our vision—a world in which 
hunger is not a barrier to children learning.

GCNF AWARD LUNCHEON COMMITTEE
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“never doubt that a small group  
of  thoughtful, committed citizens  

can change the world. Indeed, it  
is the only thing that ever has ”

—Margaret Mead

The Global Child Nutrition Foundation

Thanks to the members of our 2018 GCNF Award Luncheon Committee for their 
hard work and dedication.

COMMITTEE CHAIR:  
Susan Neely

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
Trish Ault
Ashleigh Black 
Rafael Fabrega 
Krysta Harden 
Kate Houston 
Marshall Matz 
Arlene Mitchell 
Barbara Noseworthy
Henri Moore 
Janey Thornton

COMMITTEE SUPPORT BY: 
Nicole King 
Peter Matz 
Will McMahan 
Eden Shiferaw 
Kelly Sheridan 
Treva Smith 
Rebecca Steelman
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The Board of Directors of  
The Global Child Nutrition Foundation  

Cordially Welcomes You to the

2018 Annual Award Luncheon 

honoring

Senator Pat Roberts
Chairman 

US Senate Committee on Agriculture,  
Nutrition, and Forestry 

with the 
2018 Gene White Lifetime Achievement  

Award for Child Nutrition

On Wednesday the 7th of March two thousand and eighteen at the
Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill  

400 New Jersey Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 



The Gene White Lifetime Achievement Award was 
created in 2004 to honor individuals who have made 
outstanding contributions toward the worldwide dream 
of ending childhood hunger. This prestigious award is 
given in the name of Gene White, who has dedicated 
her life to the nutrition and well-being of children. 
Gene has worked tirelessly to improve the lives, health, 
and educational options of children in our country and 
around the world through effective and sustainable 
school feeding programs. Gene has been director 

of Child Nutrition Programs for the California State Department of Education; 
President of the School Nutrition Association; leader in the creation of the Latin 
American School Feeding Network; Chair of the Board and President of the Global 
Child Nutrition Foundation; and is presently Vice President of the Global Child 
Nutrition Foundation Board of Directors.
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G E N E  W H I T E  L I F E T I M E  A C H I E V E M E N T  A W A R D 
F O R  C H I L D  N U T R I T I O N

The Global Child Nutrition Foundation graciously acknowledges past recipients of the  
Gene White Lifetime Achievement Award

2017 Dr. Akinwumi Ayodeji Adesina, President, African Development Bank Group

2016  Howard G. Buffett, Chairman and CEO, Howard G. Buffett Foundation 

2015  Secretary Tom Vilsack, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Former Governor of Iowa 

2014  Dr. Rajiv Shah, Administrator, U.S. Agency for International Development 

2013  Arlene Mitchell, Deputy Director of Agricultural Development, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

2012  Ambassador Tony P. Hall, Executive Director of the Alliance to End Hunger 

2011  Richard G. Lugar, Senator (Indiana) 

2010  Dan Glickman, Former Secretary U.S. Department of Agriculture 

2009  Marshall L. Matz, Principal Attorney, Olsson Frank Weeda Terman Bode Matz P.C. 

2008  Edward M. Cooney, Executive Director of the Congressional Hunger Center 

2007  Catherine Bertini, Former Executive Director of the World Food Programme 

2006  Dr. Josephine Martin, Past President of SNA and Executive Director of the NFSMI

2005  George S. McGovern, Senator (South Dakota) and Ambassador to the UN Agencies on 
Food and Agriculture, and Robert J. Dole, Senator (Kansas), U.S. Permanent Repre-
sentative to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization

 2004  Gene White, President, Global Child Nutrition Foundation



U.S. Senator Pat Roberts is a Kansan through and 
through. He was born in Topeka, graduated from 
Holton High School and went on to earn his journalism 
degree from K-State. He always puts Kansas’ needs and 
concerns front and center in his public service career. 
For 16 years, he represented the Big First District, 
including his home of Dodge City, in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. In 1996, he was elected to the U.S. 
Senate. He is currently serving his fourth term.

Senator Roberts is Chairman of the Senate Agriculture Committee. He is the 
first member of Congress in history to have chaired both the House Agriculture 
Commitee and now the Senate Committee. He has also served as the ranking 
member of each committee. Senator Roberts continues his work in the 115th 
Congress ensuring that farmers and ranchers have the tools they need to advance 
American agriculture. He is fighting barriers to trade and regulations that threaten 
producers’ competitiveness.

Roberts recognized the biosciences industry developing in Kansas starting in 
1996 and has carefully looked for ways to enhance its development to promote 
an industry that has tremendous potential for growth, will keep Kansas’ best and 
brightest in Kansas and will make Americans safer. Roberts has been recognized as 
a leader in food and biosecurity. He held the first hearings on the issue in Congress, 
has helped pass major biosecurity legislation, assisted Kansas State and other 
Kansas schools in gaining federal research investments, leading to the Biosecurity 
Research Institute (BRI) at Kansas State (housed in Pat Roberts Hall). Finally, he led 
the state’s efforts to compete and earn the National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility 
(NBAF), a new federal laboratory to replace the aging federal plant and animal 
research facility at Plum Island. 

Senator Roberts has long been a champion for feeding a hungry and troubled 
world. As former Chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee, and in his role as 
a member, and current Chairman of the Senate Agriculture Committee, global food 
security has been a top priority, especially as it relates to national security. He has 
worked to ensure that U.S. agriculture is leading the charge in combatting global 
hunger through programs like the McGovern-Dole Food for Education Program.

Kansans also know Roberts as an advocate for the states’ military installations 
and those who serve in uniform. As a Marine, he played a key role in strengthening 
Kansas’ military missions despite nationwide base closings - bringing thousands of 
new jobs to Kansas. He is the most senior Marine in the Congress.
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Senator Pat Roberts



  Program
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WELCOME
Julie Borlaug 

Master of Ceremonies 

RECOGNITION AND REMARKS

Dr. Ronald Kleinman 
President, Global Child Nutrition Foundation; 

Physician-in-Chief, MassGeneral Hospital for Children 
 

Video Remarks by 
Secretary Sonny Perdue, USDA

 
Catherine Bertini

Fellow, The Rockefeller Foundation;  

Distinguished Fellow, Chicago Council on Global Affairs
 

Ashleigh Black
Former Director of Congressional Relations,  

Chicago Council on Global Affairs 

Presentation of the  

Gene White Lifetime Achievement Award to  
Senator Pat Roberts

by
Secretary Tom Vilsack 

CEO & President, U.S. Dairy Export Council 
Former Secretary, USDA 



Julie Borlaug is the granddaughter of Dr. Norman E. 

Borlaug and has just become the V.P. for Communications 

and P.R. at Inari Agriculture. For 12 years, Julie served as 

Associate Director of External Relations at the Borlaug 

Institute for International Agriculture and handled 

Strategic Initiatives for Corporate Relations within 

AgriLife Research at Texas A&M.

Since the passing of her grandfather, Julie has 

worked to continue his legacy through promoting and 

developing agricultural partnerships between public, 

private, and philanthropic groups to further the Borlaug legacy and agricultural 

research and innovation to expand upon his mission to feed the world’s hungry.

Julie received her BA from Texas A&M in International Studies and Political 

Science in 1997 and her MBA in Nonprofit Management from the University of Dallas 

in 2004. Prior to joining the Borlaug Institute, Julie worked in the nonprofit sector 

and has worked for organizations such as the Salvation Army and the American 

Cancer Society as Director of Development.

Julie works to champion her grandfather’s legacy and lend a voice to his desire 

to see more successful collaborative partnerships between the public and private 

partnerships in order to ensure the advancement of innovation and technology in 

agriculture. Julie hopes that through her efforts and in honor of her grandfather’s 

legacy, we will all recommit ourselves to educating, mentoring, and training the next 

generation of “hunger fighters” who will continue Dr. Borlaug’s work to end hunger 

and eliminate poverty.

Julie speaks often about the Borlaug legacy, the need for research and technology 

in agriculture as well as youth and innovation. She serves on several boards and 

advisory councils, including: FarmLink; Thought For Food Challenge; Planet Forward-

George Washington University; Community for Zero Hunger; Global Coalition for 

Attracting and Retaining Youth in Agriculture; The Agriculture and Food Security 

Center at the Earth Institute; Columbia University; CropLife Foundation; Council for 

Agricultural Science & Technology (CAST)-Board of Trustees; and AgriCorps.
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Master of Ceremonies

Julie Borlaug



Scenes from the  
19th Annual Global Child Nutrition Forum

Co-organized by GCNF, the WFP Centre of Excellence against Hunger, 
and Breakfast Club of Canada 

in Montréal, Canada
September 17-21, 2017
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DUPONT PROUDLY SUPPORTS

© 2018  DuPont. All rights reserved. The DuPont Oval Logo and DuPont™ are registered trademarks or
trademarks of E.I. duPont de Nemours and Company or its affilliates.

Global Child Nutrition Foundation
and the Gene White 

Lifetime Achievement Award

we salute chairman pat roberts

and his commitment  to

child nutrition programs

at home and around the world.

Visit us at food.dupont.com

DuPont GCNF Ad 2018.qxp_Layout 1  2/9/18  3:51 PM  Page 1
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When food distribution is your business, focusing on 
childhood hunger and good nutrition isn't just the right fit, 
it's the right thing to do.
Hunger relief is a natural focus for Sysco because of our ability to safely supply 
healthy and nutritious foods to communities across North America. Nearly half 
of our company-wide philanthropic and in-kind donations are directed toward 
hunger relief programs aimed at eliminating childhood hunger and 
encouraging good nutrition.

Sysco is a proud supporter of the Global Child Nutrition Foundation. 

© 2015 Sysco Corporation. All rights reserved.

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

Senator Pat Roberts on the 

2018 Gene White  

Lifetime Achievement Award  

BGR Group is the premier bipartisan government relations, strategic 
communications, and investment banking firm with offices in 

Washington and London and Beijing. www.bgrdc.com 
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Global Survey of School Meal Programs

Around the world, there is an unprecedented understanding and adoption 
of school meal programs as an economic investment strategy for country 
governments. Home-grown school feeding programs not only serve social 
protection and development goals by feeding hungry children and fostering 
education, and they contribute intergenerational benefits to families and can 
create jobs, empower women, and smallholder farmers.

Members of the global school meal network anecdotally know that more 
countries are moving toward national ownership (progressing from 
international aid), local sourcing, and a stronger focus on nutrition. However, 
the field suffers from a lack of comprehensive, comparable, data-driven 
assessments of what is happening in a given country, across countries and 
continents, and across the globe.

In an effort to strengthen the work of the global school meal network, 
GCNF is designing a Global Survey of School Meal Programs to be piloted 
in 2018, launched in 2019, and conducted thereafter at intervals of every 
two or three years for at least ten years. The survey will ask a standard set 
of questions of 150 countries around the world, with the goal of identifying 
trends, gaps, and opportunities to guide governments’, GCNF’s and other 
stakeholders’ decisions and investments related to school meal programs.

To learn more about the Survey initiative, please contact GCNF Executive 
Director, Arlene Mitchell, arlene@gcnf.org
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We are proud to support the 
Global Child Nutrition Foundation.

General Mills expands the reach and impact of 
school meal programs around the world.
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GCNF Global Business Network

The GCNF Global Business Network engages companies large and small in the effort 

to strengthen their relationship with government-operated national school meal 

programs. By integrating social impact, transparency, good practices, and business 

returns, we facilitate public-private partnerships that are sustainable and high 

impact for all involved. In 2018, GCNF is expanding the Global Business Network to 

offer more resources to businesses of all sizes.

Why GCNF?
• Our knowledge of the global school meal landscape - GCNF has deep 

interational experience, engages with some 50 countries each year, and in 2018 

will launch a Global Survey of School Meal Programs. Global Business Network 

members will receive visibility and be among the first to receive data.

• The relationships we’ve developed over the past 20 years with government 

leaders around the world - including the U.S. - have given us an in-depth 

understanding about how to work with a range of governments, types of 

programs, and cultures.

• We facilitate cross-sector, cross-cultural partnerships with a wide variety 

of entities (governments, for-profit and non-profit organizations, donors, 

implementers, and academics) on the local, national, and global level that 

provide real return for all involved.

What does the Global Business Network offer?
• Tiered Membership Packages

• Strategic Consulting Services

• Strategic Sponsorship/Investment Opportunities

For more information, please contact Will McMahan, 
Program & Operations Officer, at will@gcnf.org.

GCNF would like to thank the following Founding Members of the GCNF Global 

Business Network:
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Through partnerships with Rise Against Hunger 
and Feeding America, we have provided more than 

2 billion servings of food to those in need.
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The International Dairy Foods Association honors Senator 
Pat Roberts for his work to make sure America’s students have 
access to good nutritious foods, enabling them to learn and thrive.

IDFA is proud to support the Global Child Nutrition Foundation.
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Dewey Square Group is proud to 
support the important work being done 

by the Global Child Nutrition 
Foundation and salutes Senator Roberts 

for his years of leadership and 
commitment. 
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GCNF Programs & Activities
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  Champion:

  Advocate:

  
SUPPORTER:
•   BGR Government Affairs
•  Cargill Inc.
•  DDC Public Affairs
•  Dewey Square Group
•  International Dairy 
    Foods Association
•  Invariant
•  Kraft Heinz Company
•  McDonalds 
•  National Restaurant  
    Association
•  PepsiCo
•   Public Opinion Strategies
 

 
 
 

CONTRIBUTOR:
•   Arlene Mitchell
•   MassGeneral Hospital for    
     Children
•   SNAC International
BENEFACTOR:
•  Barbara Noseworthy
•  Catherine Bertini
•   Corn Refiners Association
•  Dan Glickman
•  Dr. Pepper Snapple          
    Group
•  FMC Corporation
•  Gene White
•  Goddard Gunster
•  Hamilton Place                           
    Strategies
•   International Food 

Information Council

•  Janey Thornton
•  Jon Hixson
•  Krysta Harden
•  Marshall Matz
•  Michael Torrey Associates
•  National Association of 
    Wheat Growers
•  National Confectioners 
    Association
•   National Grocers 

Association
•  News Media Alliance
•   North American Millers’ 

Association
•  Penny McConnell
•  The Sugar Assoication
•  Trish Ault  

With sincere appreciation to our sponsors 

Neely  
Family Fund



28

Scenes from 
Local to Global: A Tasting of Locally-Sourced School Meals

November 15, 2017



Milk is an important part of a healthy, balanced diet. In countries where all children don’t get 
sufficient nutrition, a package of milk in their schools could make the difference. Tetra Laval 
Food for Development and Tetra Pak are proud to work together with GCNF in the efforts to 
develop sustainable school feeding programmes all over the world.

Tetra Laval and Tetra Pak have more than 50 years experience in supporting governments, 
development agencies, funding organizations, NGOs and our customers all over the world to 
make milk safe and available to more and more kids.

CHILDREN NEED NUTRITION  
AND EDUCATION

Tetra Laval,       and Tetra Pak       are trademarks 
belonging to the Tetra Laval Group. 
www.tetralaval.com



P.O. Box 99435, Seattle, WA  98139-0435
206-486–4479  •  www.gncf.org  •  info@gcnf.org

“A world in which hunger  
is not a barrier to  
children learning”               

    

“Expand opportunities for the world’s 
children to receive adequate nutrition

for learning and achieving their potential” 
 

OUR  Vision

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

@GCNFoundationfacebook.com/GCNFoundation

OUR  Mission
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